
Matias Vaira-Lucero
Economist (Labour/econometrician)
PhD, MA, BA (Hons)

Qualifications: 
· PhD in Economics (Labour Economics/Economic Development), Macquarie University, Australia. 2013
· Master’s in economics (International Development Project Management/Economic Development), Malaga University, Spain. 2004
· Bachelor (Hons) in Economics, Cuyo National University (UNC), Mendoza, Argentina.2000

[bookmark: _Hlk46045961]Key Projects

· Develop a plan to build an economic team within ECZA (Economic Cities and Zones Authorities Saudi Arabia) to perform research and economic modelling in order to assess the net benefits of establishing new economic zones in the country and provide training and advice on the methodologies used (CBA and CGE)
· Develop econometric models (i.e. logit, tobit, probit models), mostly to study the main determinants of wages differentials between occupations and demographic groups in Australia. One of the main econometrics models I used was a “Heckman model” (to account for the bias that arises from sample selection) which first assess the probability of getting employment for different groups and then take into consideration group characteristics to determine what are the main wages differentials and if they match up with qualifications, ages, etc. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk120350117]Performed the econometric analysis for a research paper estimating and analysing productivity trends in NSW.
· Project modeller (Computable General Equilibrium -CGE) for the economic impacts of the drought in NSW, productivity improvements in NSW, and the planned future of the coal industry in NSW.  
· Written code in STATA to organize, clean, and analyse a “big-data” set from the Australian Business Registry (ABR) to perform analysis on the characteristics of businesses in regional NSW.
· [bookmark: _Hlk46044495]Key author and project lead for Mexican Peace Index – Conducted analysis on the interaction between education, inequality, and peace throughout Mexico. 
· Conducted research on the impact of factors such as social capital and education on the labour market performance of immigrant. 
· Published research on the impact of immigration policy on remittance flows and economic development. 
· Conducted detailed analysis on the socioeconomic factors impacting wealth and assimilation of migrants to Australia. 

Past and Actual Experience

Chief Economist								09/2021 to present
Economic Cities and Zones Authority (ECZA)                                                                    
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Develop a methodology to assess business cases applications for SEZs licenses (CBA and economic impact analysis-CGE), manage large data sets, analyse macroeconomic and microeconomic data, and develop and lead the economic team in establish and use forecasting techniques and new CBA methods (economic CBA analysis) as ECZA assessment methodology for new special economic zones business cases. Perform research and advise on general economic issues.

Senior Economist								04/2017 to 08/2021
NSW Government                                                                    
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Centre for Economic and Regional Development (CERD) – Economic Modelling Team
Perform and lead CGE modelling for macro and microeconomic scenarios and perform research on general economic issues.  Conduct and lead market and industry analysis/ research, write briefs for MPs, manage large data sets.


Senior Lecturer 								06/2018 to 10/2020
Charles Sturt University – CSU                                                 
School of Management and Marketing
Lectured and coordinated postgraduate subjects (i.e. public-sector management)

Labour Economist								05/2014 to 04/2017
NSW Government                                                                      
Department of Industry – Labour Market and Industry Analysis (data team)
Conduct and lead labour market and industry analysis/ research.
Write briefs for MPs and perform research on general economic issues.
[bookmark: _Hlk127543817]As a labour economist and member of the data team, I was developing econometric models (i.e. logit, tobit, probit models), mostly to study the main determinants of wages differentials between occupations and demographic groups in Australia. 
One of the main econometrics models I used was a “Heckman model” (to account for the bias that arises from sample selection) which first assess the probability of getting employment for different groups and then take into consideration group characteristics to determine what are the main wages differentials and if they match up with qualifications, ages, etc.
As member of the data team I was also in charge of administering and using some big data sets such as HILDA survey (households income and labour dynamics Australia) which is a longitudinal dataset collected every year and used widely for labour market studies.

Senior Research Fellow								03-2013 to 05- 2014
Institute for Economics and Peace Sydney, Australia.         
Conduct and lead a research project on the link between economics and peace. 
Lead for the Mexican Peace Index report and co-author for the Global Peace Index report.

Associate Lecturer/Researcher							2007 to 2012
Macquarie University. Sydney, Australia
Lectured undergraduate and postgraduate students on economic theory.

Associate Lecturer/Researcher							2005 -2009
University of Technology Sydney. Australia.
Lectured undergraduate and postgraduate students on economic theory.

Reports and Publications 
· (2015) Recent productivity trends in NSW. NSW Department of Trade and Investment. Sydney, Australia.
· (2014) Social Capital and Immigrants Labour Market Performance. Papers in Regional Science. 
· (2013) Mexico Peace Index Report (co-author). The Institute for Economics and Peace. Sydney, Australia. 
· (2013) Global Peace Index Report (co-author). The Institute for Economics and Peace. Sydney, Australia
· (2012) Migrants’ remitting and saving behaviours. PhD Thesis. Faculty of Business and Economics, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. 
· (2012) The impact of the 1996 US immigration policy reform (IIRIRA) on Mexican migrants’ remittances. IZA Discussion Paper Series. DP No 6546. Bonn, Germany. 
· (2012) Socioeconomic Assimilation and Wealth Accumulation of Migrants in Australia. IZA Discussion Paper Series. DP No 6969. Bonn, Germany.
· (2011) Immigration Policy and Entrepreneurship. IZA Discussion Paper Series. DP No 6238. Bonn, Germany.  
· (2004) International Cooperation for the development of the tourism industry: an alternative path for the 2001 Argentinean economic crisis. Master’s degree Thesis. Faculty of Business and Economics, Department of Political Economy, Malaga University, Spain– Spanish version 



Conferences and Workshops Presentations
· Australian Conference of Economist (ACE) 2015 – Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia, 7-10 July 2015.
· University of Kent, UK. Invited as a research visitor to work under the supervision of Professor M. Piracha to finalize and present a working paper regarding immigrants’ assimilation and their savings habits. 7-22 July 2012.
· XXVIth Annual Conference of the European Society of Population Economics. University of Bern, Switzerland. June 20-23 2012.
· XXVth Annual Conference of the European Society of Population Economics. Hangzhou, China – June 16-18 2011.
· 7th annual Higher Degree Research EXPO. Macquarie University, Faculty of Business and Economics, Sydney, Australia. November 10-11 2011.
· 3RD Skilled Labour Group (CRSI) Workshop. Macquarie University, Australia – November 22/23 2010.
